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Seattle, Washington
Mar 9, 1970

Dear Ruth:

Guess our last letters crossed in the mail. Thanks for the
census readings. As to your questions--can't figure out who
all the free persDs were but I bet the men were gone to look
things over in Tenn. Burton Godsey served in the War of 1812
from Cocke County, Tenn. Also a Burley Godsey. So they were
there early. Have written the courthouse and asked them to
check their deed indexes. ~

In checking over Anky Hensley Godsey's request for pension I
notice that her sister Milly Cornet of Clay County, Ky.,
swore that she was present when Anky and William were married
in 1779. Do you know of a Milly Hensley born ca 17631
Were there Hensley families in Clay County, Ky?
In the 1790 and 1791 tax lists of Mont~omery County, Va there
was a Milly Godsey and in 1792 a Wm Godsey. Wonder if this
could be the same Milly, maybe mar first (,Godseyand later Cornet~

If there were three Hensley brothers who served with Wm Godsey
in the Rev War seems like some of their names would show up on
the Rev War Pension lists but I find only one--#S21278--Sam'1
Hensley born 1755 in Culpepper Co Va and he served against the
Shawnee Indians in 1774 he volunteered again in 1776 to serve
against the Cherokees, so doesn't look as if he actually served
in the war.By mistake I ordered this reocrd twice so have two
copies. If you don't have one will be glad to send the extra
copy to you.

In"Tenn Records--Vol 2" I found a mar record for Abednego Casteel
and Agnes Hensley 26 Apr 1808 in Knox County, Tenn.
Vol 1 contains some cemetery records for Hensleys in Nashville,
Tenn and Unicoi County, Tenn.

And quite by accident found some things you may not have.
Was reading the 1890 Wash state census of Civil War Vets and found--

~~am'l HenSley-
.

-pvt--diSCharged in 1865 and re-enlisted

\~ \~~~iving at Aberdeen, Wash.
~Murline C. Hensley as Capt in one Co and as Major in another

Living at Aberdeen, Wash
James H. Hensley--soldier
Living in Cedar Creek, Wash.
If they wante~ to go west they could go much further west than this!

Am enclosing a page photo-copied from the 1820 index to Indiana.
Looks as if the Hensleys came early.

Mrs Rose E Rowe

1112 NW 63rd

Seattle, Wash 98107

Sincerely,

(2~
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Seattle, Washington
April 19, 1970

l

"".

Dear Ruthe:

Thanks for the lead. Am enclosing a copy of my letter to Squire
Baker. Didn't know just how to word it--hope it sounds ok.

The answer to the letter to Mrs Nix in Fort Worth was disappointing.
She said they knew who the children of Devereaux Wynne were and there
was no Patience., but she failed to say there was no Harrison Wynne.

But I do have some things that may interest you! This first item
was sent to me by Mrs C P (Virginia Godsey) Kelley, 2 N Crest Rd,
Chattanooga, Tenn 37404. She is an artdent Godsey researcher and is
descended from Austin Godsey, brother of Wm Godsey and they both
served from Buckingham Co, Va. She also sent me a copy of a record
someone else had gotten from the Nat'l Archives showing that Burton Godsey I

was born in Elbert, Va. (now McDowell Co W Va) I was so surprised be-
cause when I got his pen._§ion-recordsthey enclosed a slip saying that
it was all that was ava1Table. These record~ are entitled "Records
of men enliste,d/inthe U.S. Army Prior to the \&sU}§i:i:sDHR:& Peace
Establishment May 17, 1815." Now I have wriXten to try to get
these records a couple of others who $e~ved in the War of 1812.
I also sent for the recor r Jesse Cornet and Wm Cornet

who served from Va. These request were returned to me because the
Rev War records are being micro-filmed and the C through H are out
of service until they are ready on film which should be about Jul 15th.
But all this is not what I started to say.
From Virginia Kelley--

Scott Co Va Court Minute Bk 1, 1815-1818
Heirs of Larkin Hensley decd: Sarah Hensley, Abednego Casteel and wife
,Agnes (formerly Hensley), Daniel Casteel and wife Rhoda (formerly
Hensley), Ichabod Hensley, Polly Hensley, Catherine Hensley, Sam'l
Hensley, -1-cey Hensley, Thomas Hensley
VS
Polly Benham, widow of Wm. decd, John, Sam'l, Joel, Catherine, Sampson
and Isaac Benham, heris of Wm Benham, decd: and Elizabeth Godsey,
widow of Gilbert Godsey, decd, abram, Jane (or) Jame, Sarah and
Elizabeth Godsey, heirs of Gilbert Godsey, decd: Catherine Johnson
widow of Thomas Johnson, decd, Jane Johnson, heirs of Thomas Johnson
decd. The defendants do not live in Va.

The US Census 1810 Nicholas Co, Ky shows Gilbert Godsey age 26-45.

I

-_J



-: ...
.....

I found this-- Abstracts of Wills and Inventories Fairfax Co, Va
1742 -1801 by Estelle Stewart King 1957

Will Book B 1752-1767

GODSEY, William--16 Jan 1749. 20 Mar 1753
Legatees: "Cozen" George Adams, Francis Adams (son of Benjamin,
in Va), brother George Godsey (in Md), Abednego Adams (cousin).
Wit: William Champneys, Sam'l Carsfoot and Edward Sholoni.

PEAKE, William Jr--19 Dec 1755. 16 Mar 1756
Legatees: Francis Adams, (son of Abednego Adams), Mary Adams,
John Peake and Humphrey Peake (brothers).

CARSFORD,Samuel--23 May 1752. 16 June 1752
Lwgatees: William Macate, James Brown (son of Robert Brown)
Exr: Abraham Hargis--Wit: William Godfrey.

In Tenn Records--Vol 2--page 373--Marriage Records of Knox Co, Tenn
26 April 1808--Abednego Casteel to Agnes Hensley

QUESTION--Do you know anything concerning this Abednego Casteel?

Have been checking on Abednego Adams whose name appears in the
American Genealogical Index. There is quite a bit concerning this
family in the History of the Adams Family--compiled by Henry Whitte-
more, NY. Published by W. McDonald & Co. 1893
We have it on micro-cards which is a most unsatisfactory way of
reading a book. Have written to Nat'l Archives to see if I can get
photo-copies of the pages dealing with this branch. This Abednego
Adams was born in 1721, son of Francis and Mary (Godfrey) Admas of
Charles Co Md. In his will (Abednego) mentions a son Josias Peake.
He married twice, the first time to his cousin, Ann Peake.

Am going to do a lot more work on this and will keep you posted.

Will be anxious to hear what you think of this, also the Hensley,
Millsap data. Tried to check the 1860 census for Monroe Co., Tenn
but we do not have it.

Bye for now,

£~
Mrs Rose E Rowe
1112 NW63rd
Seattle, Washington 98107

-- ---
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Seattle, Wash

June 17, 1970

Dear Ruthe:

Just a quick note to enclose with a couple more
pages from the same book I sent from last time.
I put the name of the book at the top and wrote
mhe names of the families that are written up
on the back of the first sheet. You may keep
these. Thought I had best send them before I
forget to do so.

The weather is just wonderful right now and have
been working in the yard and find it very hard
to stay indoors when it is like this.

My grand-daughter is coming Friday so may not
get back to this for awhile.

Best regards,

R~
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left for Breathitt, lived there as late as 1825, then moved on
to Fayette County. He had no children.

John Combs, Jr., was born February 7, 1761. He served
two years and four months as Private with the Virginia
Troops under Captains Jonathan Langdon and Benjamin
Casey and Colonel James Wood. He enlisted January 1,1777,
at Shennandoah County, Virginia. In 1825 he was pensioned
on Certificate No. 19554. In his application for pension he
stated that his wife, Margaret, was about 55 years of age
and referred to the following children: John, age not stated,
Sally, a widow, 27 years old, Margaret, 18 years old and her
child, Hezekiah, one year old. Other children by his first
wife were Jeremiah, (Long Jerry), Shadrach, Mason, Millie
and William.

John, Jr., first settled on Line Fork, now in Letcher
County. He resided in Perry County in 1825 when he applied
for pensibn, where he was still living in 1837.

John Combs, the father of these eight sons was born
in Westmoreland (at present King George) County, Vir-
ginia around 1735. He died in Perry County late in 1819
and was buried at White Oak, just below Vicco. The Combs
descendants are numerous, and they have intermarried with
practically all the early settlers of Perry County.-(National
Archives, Washington, D. C., Dr. Josiah H. Combs, John
Fitzpatrick.)

NICHOLAS (DANGER) COMBS FAMILY

~
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)lIy Boling, grand-
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"Danger" Nick Combs, Sr., (brother of John Combs,
Sr.) married Nancy, daughter of Thomas Grigsby, in Vir-
ginia. Danger came to Perry County in the 1790's, probably
at the same time as his brother John. He came through
Pound Gap, from around Holston where he had been living
for some ti!T'.eand settlp.d on the North Fork of the Ken-
tucky River, near what is now Combs, Ky. He was one of
the largest land owners in Perry County at that time. He
received his first land grant in 1810 when this was Clay
County and he had other grants on Ball Creek, Lotts Creek,
Combs Mill and Trace Creek.

He remained a Tory and tradition says that because of

County, took up
:l later moved to
named Biram, Jr.,
,ison.
f White Oak, just
ley place. He soon
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this he became unpopular with the other Combs. His chil-
dren were Rebecca, Alicia, Jeremiah C., Nicholas, Jr., and
Samuel. Alicia married Richard Smith, a Primitive Bapti~t
preacher and settled on Lotts Creek. Their first son, William,
was born in what was later Perry County around 1795 (for
other children, see Richard Smith biography). Jeremiah C.,
"Chunky Jerry", first married Nancy Summers, then Sally
Grigsby. "Chunky Jerry" was around 16 years old when his
father came to Perry County. He settled around the mouth
of Walker's Branch, ano. was one of the first Justices of
Perry County. He died in 1853 and wa~ buried in Walker-
town, now North Hazard. Nicholas, Jr. ("Bird-eye"), mar-
ried Eliza Combs, a daughter of John Combs of Boyle
County. The log house built by "Bird-eye" above Combs is
still standing and is owned by Will Brewer. "Bird-eye" was
born in 1793 and died around 1886. Samuel married Nancy,
a daughter of William Cornett, the Revolutionary War vet-
eran. They lived first on Second Creek, moved to a site near
Buckhorn School, and finally settled in Owsley County. Their
children were Robert C., who married $liz~ Godsey I.William,
married first to Mary Begley, then to Mrs. Mary Herndon
Burke, Wiley married Elizabeth Jane, daughter of Boneparte
Combs, Daniel Garrett married Rachel Turner, Andrew J.
married Elizabeth, step-daughter of William Burke, Nicholas
married a Bolen, Rachel married Levi Pennington, Nancy
married Jack Edwards, Mary married Elijah R. Begley, and
Lucy married a Cole. "Danger" Nick's other daughter, Re-
becca, married John Williams.

"Danger" Nick died in Perry County near 1838. He is
buried in the Old Combs Cemetery on Meadow Branch near
Combs Bend.-(Dr. Josiah H. Combs, John Fitzpatrick.)
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James D. Cope and his wife Betsy Hammond Cope came
to Kentucky with Daniel Boone and his party and settled
near Mt. Sterling before 1798. He was of English descent.

There was a great drought in the Blue Grass around
1800, so James Cope moved into the mountains and settled
on upper Quicksand. Around 1860 he sold out to the Bachs
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Seattle, Washington

March 5, 1971

Dear Ruthe:

It was nice to hear from you! Am still working on Millsaps and
Godseys and as you say some progress but not enough.

~

For some time have been trying to learn more of the Wm and Thomas
Godsey families in Rockingham Co., N Car. Had a man there do a
little work for me and he was able to find the area in which they
lived. It was called Gold Hill or Bald Hill. The early land
records there do not include the names of any wives. From Wm's
request for pension for his service in the Rev. comes this--
Born 3 Nov 1763 in Chesterfield Co., Va--after the war moved to
Powhatan Co., Va--later to Franklin Co., Va and about 1795 to
Rockingham Co., N Car.--tho he does not apnear in the 1800 census
there. No mention is made in the request, of a wife or children
but there is a record in Va State Library--Chesterfield Co Mar Reg
1771-1853-- Wm Godsey and Biddy Hall 21 Nov 1781. Perhaps this is
the Wm who went to N Car and perhaps this is also the same Wm who
was in the "An Old Va Court" records of Franklin County which you
sent to me last summer.

I recently got a letter from a man in Mayodan (Rockingham CO) N C
who sent me some photo copies of Bible records with Godsey names
rut he seems to know very little about them tho they are his forbears
--anyway it was a Bible which had belonged to Richard Johnson Gentry
and his wife Lucetta Henderson who were mar 23 Mar 18~f.

Mayas well send these Rockingharn Co Mar Bonds
Edward Godsey and Lucy Roach, 20 Dec 1820
John Godsey and Fanny Whitesides, 5 Apr 1807
Samuel Godsey and Betsey Shreves, 30 Nov 1819
Thomas Godsey and patesey Lowe, 14 Dec 1804
WrnP Godsey and Faithy Lloyd, 19 Nov 1838

Have written to the Mrs Cole in RusselYille, Ky and am anxious to
hear from her. Thanks for letting me know.

A few weeks back I wrote to Jonesboro, Tenn trying to get a copy of
the estate papers of a G~o Clouse who lived there early and got a
letter back not from the courthouse but from a lady who said her
DAR chapter was working on Rev War soldiers buried in that area
and the, courthouse had turned my letter over to her to answer.
Wrote and asked her if she would be willing to to some research
in the courthouse there for me--that I had Godsey ancestors also
and noted many listed in the Johnson City tel directory (the list
you sent me last summer). Have had not reply as yet.

My son-in-law's parents were here visiting recently from Clear-
water, Fla. They were all brown anrl sun tanned--we are having

snow and it is cold. Best regards,

V2~ --
-.
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Seattle, Wa~hin~ton
April 18, 1970

1

I

I

I

I

I

I

Sq...ire laker, Clerk oJ..Court

Clay County Gourthousp

:'anct~e:-::ter, Ki..;.ituc'.t:Y 10962

Dtar "fro iaker:

I a..i1workin,~~ on ffiY familyhi f:tory vnd lU1 try i~' to learn l,:ho
were the p&rente of rJY rreat-fre2t r,randfathf"r Purton GODSEY.
'filey :1ay hcw.:.' beeIJ. b:illiam God sey Hnd Agnes (.Ank~y) Hensley
\,:,o ..,1:-1', rlJ...rriefJ L~ J uckinllhaul County, Va. 1/ Jan 1779.

il..~...i.i. noc fiPY -.;ervec. irl the Rev. _ar from Buckingham County
anQ later 0r~w a pension for that sprvice. In making his
0;..pplicC1tLJ~~ .i ro, :...,.il i V8n (O\Llity, Tenr 1.0 state~ that hfo> LE.i~

hbd t..le', en cb.ildri.m >'out they are now all p'one from [lie".
Ht" aOtS not ncil.d LLt;,; children. He ciec 12 .t'tot 1632 in .Juili van
G0UDty. Later ~nkey apnlien l~r a pension. One of the p~rsons
who gave stat.eIi t!ts for her was a sister, Lilly Cornett of Clay
Gcunty, Ky. She st ated that .he was pr€~.~r~t at tI.e ~'eddir!:r of
~.;i: {,n c.< Auk ey .
I checked the 1850 census o:t Clay County but die rot find a
;.illy Cornett tho there werb r,iany Cornett fa'Hili;c. ther~.

She may have ote!! dead by then. So don't know whi ch faI,i1y [)he
[',cried into.

There ~er~ numerOUb ~8rriaFes betw~en th~ Hensl~y--Gornntt A~d
God~ey fa..l.liep, indicatiuf' th,;j'"were probably closely aSfjociat€d
.lor !l:any yearr.

In Clay County, Ky--Pharis Hensley married Elizab~th Cornett
6 Sept 1894.. Also I8baillHensley I'iarriedOlle Godsey 11 tlar 191'1'.

Do you kno\'t of either of these couples? ;1. present day adcress
for Ifham Hensley? Or the name of anyone who miyht te inter-
t st\'L. in t!~ct.e ...CLllli.::;"!

Any l1elp you can five will be very much apDreciated.

Sincerely,

Mr~ R05~ ..; Ro\' e

1112 N~ t3rd
Seat~lb, washin~ton 98107
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